OrdinaryFaith
Overview: John 15:12-17
Discuss the different kinds of friendship.
Clarify the meaning of a “true” friend.
Read John 15:12-17
What keywords do you first notice? Highlight
or circle them.
What phrases catch your attention? Underline
them.

John 15:12-17
Insights:
By Calling us His Friends, Jesus introduces a
relationship with God only known previously
to Abraham.
Jesus continually refers to His commands.
That is certainly worthy of reflection.
A Jewish Rabbi was chosen by his disciples
at that time in history. Jesus reversed the
normal order of things.
Jesus projected His mission of laying down
His life upon us as the best way to love each
other.

Explore:

What are some possibilities for Jesus
calling us His Friends?

Application:	
  

Discuss	
  Simple	
  Daily	
  Applications	
  

Are there any problems presented by
Jesus calling us His Friends in light of
Human Nature. (Rom 1:21-28)
Are there conditions for this friendship?

	
  	
  

Why does Jesus keep bringing up His
Commands? (vs 12, 14, 17)
Discuss Jesus' definition of “Greater
Love”?

	
  	
  

Discuss how Jesus taught us this Love?
How can “Lay down his Life” practically
apply to us?
Discuss the issues surrounding Jesus
choosing us as His friends.
Discuss the possibility of “choosing” to
befriend others.
What about Prayer for our “Friends”? How
does it play into Jesus' statement,
“whatever you ask..”
Abraham was called the “Friend of God”.
Are there any parallels between Abraham
and ourselves?
How has God “included” you in the Divine
conversation?

Notes:
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John 15:12-17 ESV

John 15:12-17

Famous Last Words… Friends

A Friend of Sinners
"This is my commandment, that you

He CALLED Us Friends

love one another as I have loved you.

Romans 1:21-28

13 Greater love has no one than this,

He Died for Us

that someone lay down his life for his
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do
what I command you. 15 No longer do
I call you servants, for the servant does
not know what his master is doing; but

Romans 5:6-8 ESV For while we were still weak,
at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For
one will scarcely die for a righteous person-though perhaps for a good person one would
dare even to die-- 8 but God shows his love for
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us.
He Chose Us

I have called you friends, for all that I
have heard from my Father I have

Sinners As Friends

made known to you. 16 You did not

Sacrifice

choose me, but I chose you and

Romans 14:4 ESV Who are you to pass
judgment on the servant of another? …

appointed you that you should go and
bear fruit and that your fruit should
abide, so that whatever you ask the
Father in my name, he may give it to
you. 17 These things I command you,
so that you will love one another.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8
Obedience to Jesus Commands
Choice
Colossians 3:11-14
Intercession
Rom 12:12; Eph 6:18; Phil 4:6; 1 Thess 5:17;
James 5:16

There is A Friend
Inclusion

Dear Friend
God calls you friend.
Who do you call friend?
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